Fertility of the post-partum bank vole (Clethrionomys glareolus).
Analysis of records of a bank vole breeding colony suggests that fertility is high immediately post partum, declines during established lactation and rises after weaning of young. Mating tests with lactating females and females whose young had been removed at birth showed that receptivity is reduced during lactation, although amongst the females which did mate there was no difference between lactating and non-lactating animals in the proportion which produced litters. However, average size of litters at birth was significantly larger for the lactating than for the non-lactating females. There is some evidence suggesting that this difference may arise after ovulation has occurred. Virgin females were no more receptive or fertile than lactating females.